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that there was but one way, and this was to send a
detachment of the fleet to occupy the island of Kythera,
off the southernmost promontory, of Peloponnesos.    This
suggestion was received with vehement outcries by some
of the Persian generals.   Four hundred ships had already
been shattered by the storm on the Magnesian coast: if
the fleet were further divided, as it would be by this pro-
posal, the Greeks would at once be a match for them.
The advice of the exiled Spartan king was rejected, and
Xerxes applied himself to the task of turning to good
purpose his victory at Thermopylae   His order to behead
and crucify the body of Leonidas was followed by a
proclamation inviting all who might choose to do so to
visit the battle-ground and see how the great king treated
his enemies.   The trick was transparent even to Eastern
minds.   In one heap were gathered the bodies of 4,000
Greeks, in another lay those of 1,000 Persians.    One
more incident points the great moral of the story of
Thermopylai.    Some Arkadian deserters, on being asked
by Xerxes what the Greeks were doing, answered that
they were keeping the feast at Olympia, and looking on
the contests of wrestlers and horsemen.   A further ques-
tion brought out the fact that the victors were rewarded
with a simple olive wreath.    * Ah! Mardonios,' exclaimed
Tritantaithmes, with emotion which Xerxes ascribed to
cowardice,(what men are these against whom you have
brought us here to fight, who strive not for money but
for glory ?'

Beautiful as this story of the battle may be, it is easy
to see that it is* toot an accurate narrative of the events as
they occurred. With a force numbering not Value of the
oiuch more than 8,000 men, Leonidas is said fSiwy cfl
to have kept in check the whole Persian the struggle,
army for ten or twelve days, and to have inflicted on
them very serious loss, Nothing can show more clearly
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